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I am currently in 

the process of giv-

ing mid-year assess-

ments.  We are 

cleaning out our 

book boxes to take 

out some of the 

easier books and 

make room for some 

new “just right” 

books.  Our focus 

continues to be on 

reading comprehen-

sion and fluency.  

When your student 

is reading, it should 

sound like they are 

telling a story.  

They need read us-

ing the punctuation, 

expression, and ap-

propriate voice 

tones.  When your 

student is done 

reading, ask them 

lots of questions to 

see if they are able 

to retell you im-

portant events, 

share a lesson 

learned, or even ask 

them questions that 

allow them to make 

personal connec-

tions to the text.  

Tip:  Its great for 

your students to 

see and hear you 

reading, too.  When 

they see the adults 

reading, it shows 

them how important 

reading is.  

We are currently re-

vising and editing our 

personal narratives.  

After that is com-

plete, each student 

will meet with me to 

have a “writer’s con-

ference” so that they 

can take their piece 

of writing and publish 

it.  Once each stu-

dents completes their 

final draft, they will 

earn their very own 

“WRITERS   

LICENSE!” This is a 

pretty big deal.  Many 

should get their li-

censes before Christ-

mas.   

Be watching on Face-

book for these cele-

brations. 

 

Writer’s Workshop 

Reader’s Workshop 

December 2018 

First Grade News 

McQuerry 

Elementary 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 Dec. 14:Stocking 

Stuffers and Party 

Donations Due 

 Dec. 19: Wear Class 

Shirt 

 Dec. 20: Polar Ex-

press/PJ Day 

 Dec. 21: Christmas 

Party 10:30/Early Re-

lease 

 Dec. 22-Jan.7: Winter 

Break 

 Jan.8: School Resumes 

PLEASE  SEND ALL 

LUNCH MONEY TO 

SCHOOL IN AN ENVE-

LOPE, LABELED APPRO-

PRIATELY!!!  



In math so far we have 

had lessons on Under-

standing Addition to 20 

and Counting and Number 

Patterns to 120.  We will 

continue to review these 

during our “Calendar” 

time in our schedule.   We 

are learning some new ad-

dition strategies, creat-

ing an anchor chart, using 

them together, and prac-

ticing them during cen-

ters.  

 

After winter break, 

we will move on to 

Subtraction facts to 

20.  

raining, and as long as the 

playground is free from snow.  

Please plan on your student 

going outside at all times so 

that they are prepared with a 

coat, mittens, hat, scarf, and/

or whatever else necessary to 

keep them warm for the 30 

Since winter weather has ar-

rived I wanted to remind you 

about the school’s policy on 

recess during the next few 

months.  Recess will be out-

side as long as the tempera-

ture is at 32 degrees or 

above, as long as it is not 

minute recess period.  It 

would also be helpful if you 

could make sure your child 

can put these warm items on 

themselves….zipping, button-

ing, etc… 
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Winter Recess 
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Math 

needs of all students.  If 

you ever feel like you 

don't have enough infor-

mation to help your child 

at home with their 

spelling words, do not 

hesitate to contact me.  5

-10 minutes of 

practice each 

night is very 

helpful. 

Spelling continues to go 

well.  We have two dif-

ferent spelling groups up 

and running, which can be 

tricky to manage at 

times.  With two groups I 

can better meet the 

Spelling 

Have you 

asked 

your 

child 

what 

they 

learned 

at school 

today? 



purchase stocking stuff-

ers for each student in 

our class.  So your child 

will need to bring in 21 of 

the same item to stuff 

one in each stocking, to 

school by Friday, Decem-

ber 14th.  On the day of 

the party, each child will 

open and take home their 

stocking and all the fun 

surprises inside.   

 

Should you have ques-

tions, do not hesitate to 

contact me.  There will be 

Our Christmas party will 

be held on Wed., Dec. 

21st beginning at 10:30 

am.   

 

Instead of a gift ex-

change, our classroom will 

be stuffing stockings.   A 

special thank you to 

those parents who donat-

ed extra stockings so 

that each student could 

have one. The students 

have personalized them 

and they look super cute. 

 

All students will need to 

no treat bags handed out 

at this party due to all 

the things they will get in 

their stockings. 

Polar Express, PJ Day, and Christmas Party 
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must be worn to and 

from school for safety 

reasons but slippers can 

be brought in their back-

pack. 

 

The Christmas party is 

on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 20th, begins at 

10:30 am, and will con-

clude at 11:20 am.  Re-

member this is an Early 

Release day!!  

 

Please make sure all 
Christmas Party dona-
tions that you signed up 
for are turned in no 
later than Friday, Dec. 
14th, so that I can 
prep for the party. 
 

Stockings Stuffers and Christmas Party 

On Thursday, December 

20th, our class will be 

having a celebration of 

all our hard work this 

first semester!!  We will 

be having a POLAR EX-

PRESS day by watching 

the Polar Express, enjoy-

ing hot cocoa, and other 

fun activities!! Students 

may wear their pajamas 

to school!!  Regular shoes 

Stocking Stuffer Ideas: 

Gum    

Markers   Silly Putty 

Crayons    Chap stick 

Nail Polish   Pens 

Matchbox Cars  Erasers 

Mini Coloring Books Stickers 

 


