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Welcome to Kindergarten
Over the course of the school year we will develop into a close community of learners. Whether this is your first student to enter kindergarten or your last, you may have questions or concerns about what your student’s day will be like. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. You can reach me at school, 633-5334 or by email, sburroughs@odessa.k12.mo.us. 
About the teacher

My name is Samantha Burroughs. I grew up in Mayview, and attended the Odessa School District. I went to college at Missouri Valley College and graduated with a degree in Elementary Education in 2007. I graduated in May 2012 with my Masters Degree in Early Childhood Education and Curriculum from UCM.   I met my husband in High School, and we now reside in Odessa. We have two of the cutest dogs in the world, Baxter and Schnitzel.  I enjoy anything outdoors (especially fishing), reading, and spending time with my family. 
School Attendance

Your student’s regular and prompt attendance at school is crucial to his/her success. Most kindergarten learning activities are group oriented and involve working with the teacher and other students in small groups. Most of our work is not able to be made up at home. If under special circumstances your student has to miss for a long period of time, please notify me so we can work something out! Please view school as a priority and make sure that your student attends every day, except in cases of illness or emergency.

Folders and Backpacks

It is important that your student bring their backpack and “take home” folder to school each day. The folder will help keep papers and notes organized. Please check and empty the folders each day! Please also initial each day so I know you have checked the folder. Please send any notes to school in the “take home” folder. I check this folder every morning.

Parent Participation

Throughout the school year there will be a variety of school and classroom activities. I encourage you to attend these functions when possible. Your support of school activities makes your student feel important and sends the message that you value school.

Outdoor Recess

The students will be going out for recess everyday unless it is raining or extremely cold or hot. Please make sure your student is dressed appropriately for the weather. 

Changes in Transportation

Anytime your student is to do something different from their regular after school routine, please call or send a note explaining the change.

Birthdays

Birthdays are special occasions for young children. If your student wishes, he/she may bring treats for the class on their birthday. Summer birthdays will be celebrated in May. Treats brought to school must be store bought. Please do not send birthday invitations to school unless the entire class is invited.

Book Orders

About every month your student will be bringing home a form to order books. If you wish to order, fill out the form and send a check or money order to Scholastic in an envelope. This is a great way to buy quality children’s books at a low price. 

Classroom Management

The Odessa School District follows the BIST program for Behavior Management.  As a class we come up with Expectations-things that everyone expects us to do at school.  If someone does not follow the expectations then there are consequences.  The consequences for breaking an expectation are:

-A reminder is given first, they are 5 and 6 year olds, so it is understandable that they will need a few reminders.

-If more than a few reminders are given, they will be given a  warning , and they will move their card to yellow. This is still a good day! At this age a visual reminder often helps them know to fix problems they have had. 

-If the behavior continues, the student will move their clip to red and will go to the safe seat. This is a place where they can be safely removed from the rest of the class to think about their problem and how they can fix it. If they go to the safe seat they will move their card to red. 
-If they goof around in the safe seat or the behavior continues after their “re-think” they will go to a buddy room. We have a first grade buddy room we go to in order to do more thinking. 
-If the student just can’t handle themselves in the buddy room they will go to the recovery room with Mrs. Rathert. If your student makes it to the recovery room you will get a note home and/or a phone call.
*Some behaviors will require a trip straight to the recovery room (stealing, fighting, threats, etc…)  More information can be found in the school’s handbook.  

By looking at your student’s calendar in their “take home” folder, you can see how their behavior is. Please look at it each night, initial and talk to your student about their day.

Curriculum

Language/ Reading:

In our literacy program, we use a variety of materials. These materials include but are not limited to big books, reading aloud, shared reading, guided reading, and alphabet books.

Math:
We use a math series called Envisions. During our math block, we typically have a read aloud, mini lesson, math workshop and then a share time. The use of manipulatives is a big part of this program.  At the end of share time we have Math Centers, which is a time for the students to explore the manipulatives and practice games we have learned. 
Content Workshop:

Themes are used to integrate language, math, science and social studies. Each student will have a science notebook and we will be recording observations we make during our studies. Here is a list of some of the themes we will study:

Five Senses


Wants/Needs

Animals

Seasons/Weather

Magnets


Plants

Space



Laws and Rules

Insects

Maps and Globes
         Apples


Pumpkins
Literacy Centers:
The children will be using literacy centers to practice reading and writing skills that they have learned in a whole group setting. These centers will give students an opportunity to continue their learning at their own level. The literacy centers in the room are as follows:

ABC

      Library
   Name

  Math




Writing
      Poetry           Big Books       Mystery Box
Word Work    Seat Work    Content        Listening Center


Oral Language Centers:
The children will be using language centers to build or improve their oral language and to practice their social skills. These are centers where they learn to problem solve through play. The language centers in our classroom are as follows:

Art

Puzzles

Blocks

Legos

Cars  
Kitchen

Dinosaurs

Games
Trains       Marbles           Link’n Logs       Animals

Website:

All information can be accessed through the school’s website:

www.odessa.k12.mo.us
Mrs. Burroughs’ website can be accessed through the school’s website:

-go to the school’s website

-click on the tab that says McQuerry

-on the left side click where is says teacher pages

-click on Burroughs, Sammi

I look forward to a great year with your student!
